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It's time for everyone who cares about the state of our nation to heed the call and join forces to
redeem the soul of America.It's time to come together and renounce the politics of rejection,
division, and greed. It's time to lift up the common good, move up to higher ground, and revive
the heart of democracy.In a single, rousing sermon, the celebrated Reverend William J. Barber II
of the Poor People’s Campaign makes an impassioned argument whose message could not be
clearer: It's time for change, and the time needs you.

“Christians looking for inspiration toward collective action will love this.” — Publishers
Weekly "We Are Called To Be A Movement, a rousing reminder of the power in every one of us
to make change." — Clay Aiken, singer and New York Times Bestselling Author“William Barber
is the closest person we have to Martin Luther King, Jr. in our midst." — Cornel West, author
of Black Prophetic Fire“Barber is one of the most gifted organizers and orators in the country
today.” — The Nation"The Reverend Dr. William Barber...has become, in the past few years, an
indispensable figure in the civil-rights landscape, and, perhaps, the individual most capable of
crafting a broad-based political counterpoint to the divisiveness of Trumpism." — Jelani Cobb,
The New Yorker"This short book is an authoritative reminder of the power of those who have
been hurt the most to create a better world." — Spirituality & Practice --This text refers to the
paperback edition.About the AuthorThe Rev. Dr. William J. Barber II is the President & Sr.
Lecturer of Repairers of the Breach, Co-Chair of the Poor People’s Campaign: Bishop with the
College of Affirming Bishops and Faith Leaders; Pastor of Greenleaf Christian Church in
Goldsboro, North Carolina, and the author of three books. Rev. Dr. Barber is also the architect of
the Forward Together Moral Movement, and on February 11, 2017, he led the largest moral
march in North Carolina history, with over 80,000 people calling on their elected officials to
embrace a moral public policy agenda. A highly sought after speaker, Rev. Dr. Barber has given
keynote addresses at hundreds of national and state conferences, including the 2016
Democratic National Convention. Rev. Dr. Barber currently sits on the National NAACP Board of
Directors. A former Mel King Fellow at MIT, he is Visiting Professor of Public Theology and
Activism at Union Theological Seminary and is a Senior Fellow at Auburn Seminary. He is the
2015 recipient of the Puffin Award and the Franklin D. Roosevelt Four Freedoms Award. --This
text refers to the paperback edition.
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WE ARE CALLED TO BE AMOVEMENTREVEREND DR.WILLIAM J. BARBER IIContentsWe
Are Called to Be a Movement: The SermonThe Poor People’s CampaignFundamental Principles
of The Poor People’s CampaignAbout the AuthorA version of this sermon was first delivered on
Sunday morning, June 3, 2018, at the National Cathedral in Washington, DC.I am a preacher
and the son of a preacher. I know many people in America today have good reasons not to trust
a preacher. But I still believe in the prophetic power of the Bible, a book my father said you can’t
read honestly without also making a commitment to work for justice. So I’d like to begin with two
pieces of ancient wisdom from the sacred texts of my tradition. The first is from Psalm 118:The
stone that the builders rejectedhas become the cornerstone!This is God’s work.And it is
marvelous in our eyes!This is the day that the LORD has made—let us rejoice and be glad in it!
The second text comes from Jesus’s very first sermon as recounted in the Gospel of Luke,
chapter 4:Jesus came to Nazareth where he had been raised. As he always did on the Sabbath,
he went to the meeting place. When he stood up to read, he was handed the scroll of the
prophet Isaiah. Unrolling the scroll, he found the place where it was written,God’s Spirit is on
me;he’s chosen me to preach the Message of good news to the poor,Sent me to announce
pardon to prisoners and recovery of sight to the blind,To set the burdened and battered free,
toannounce, “This is God’s time to shine!”He rolled up the scroll, handed it back to the assistant,
and sat down. Every eye in the place was on him, intent. Then he started in, “You’ve just heard
Scripture make history. It came true just now in this place.”I want to hold these two texts together
—to read Jesus’s inaugural sermon in light of the Psalmist’s insight about those who have been
rejected. Psalms were the freedom songs of the movement Jesus was born into, and just as the
songs of the freedom movement prepare our spirits to hear a prophetic word of truth in today’s
movements for justice, the Psalmist’s song tunes our ear to hear the transformative truth of
Jesus’s message. And the message is this:The rejected must lead the revival for love and
justice.The cornerstone is that part of the foundation upon which the whole building stands. And
the Psalmist says, speaking metaphorically of how we view human beings in society, that it is
God’s intent that the stones that were once seen as unfit to be a part of the architecture—the
stones that were once thrown away or kept in the quarry—have now been called to be the most
important stones. The rejected stones make the best cornerstones. The rejected stones actually
make the best foundation holders. And whenever you see rejected stones becoming the focus of
society, it is the Lord’s doing.The rejected must lead the revival for love and justice.This psalm is
a song Jesus would have known well as a brown-skinned Palestinian Jew who grew up
practicing Passover, because Psalm 118 was the last of the Hallel Psalms sung on holy days.
Perhaps Jesus had it in his spirit when he got up to preach the prophet Isaiah in the ghetto of
Nazareth. Jesus’s first sermon was not in Jerusalem—not in the well of Congress—but in the
rejected and despised place called Nazareth.“Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” the
people asked.In Nazareth Jesus announced, “The spirit of the Lord is upon me to proclaim good



news to the poor.” The Kingdom of God is at hand. A whole new world is possible. Jesus says, “I
have come to reconstruct everything.”But note where he starts this reconstruction—with the
poor. The Greek word is ptokos. It means those who have been made poor by economic
systems of exploitation. Jesus’s reconstruction project begins with good news to the poor and
the brokenhearted and the bruised and the battered and all of those made to feel like they are
not accepted. Jesus is explicit in his commitment to begin with the rejected.In Caesar’s world,
where narcissistic leaders only cared about the grand and the greedy, the pompous and the
pretentious, Jesus announces a revival led by and among the rejected. Caesar, who loved to put
his face on money and buildings; Caesar, who catered to the greedy and led by fear and political
shenanigans. Into Caesar’s world—at that particular historical moment—Jesus announced
prophetically that we are called to be a movement led by and with the poor.And he was almost
killed that day by religious leaders who had themselves rejected the poor.These two Scriptures,
while ancient, speak powerfully to our present. The context in which the Psalmist wrote and
Jesus preached was one of a politics rooted in greed and not grace; a politics rooted in lust and
not love. Both Jesus and the Psalmist spoke of the rejected because rejection had been
embraced by the narcissistic powers of their day. In the Psalmist’s day, it was the kings and false
prophets of Israel. In Jesus’s day, it was Caesar and the paid religionists who promoted an
agenda that led to rejection, poverty, brokenness, and communities of the unaccepted. We miss
the point of these texts if we don’t see that the rejected they speak of were then—as they are now
—victims of calculated and callous public policy. The rejected, the poor, the broken, the
unaccepted were not in their condition because of their individual moral failings, but because of
a society that had decided some people could be overlooked and left behind.
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Dr. Smith, “Good Trouble. I have so much respect for people who write. Reading books about
making a difference reminds me of doing the work of the Lord Jesus Christ. I am all in with that. .
I am encouraged to write a book one day.  Thank you Rev. William J. Barber, II.”

Nick G, “Excellent Read. Really excellent, short read. A beautiful sermon with a really strong
message that this nation needs right now about the true message of Jesus and his direction for
the people sent to lead this world. I think the message of Christ gets misconstrued by all the
people who seek to twist it to their benefit, which is very unfortunate given how powerful that
message actually is. Reverend Barber definitely delivers inspiration in this text. It is one that
should be heard by all who are open to hearing it and especially those who are not.”

cbarogue, “William Barber is brilliant!. Excellent read! The clarion voice of William Barber is most
appropriate for these times.”

Travellini, “Social Message.... Beautifully written about social responsibilities.”

Bongo, “Inspiring. This is a short book, a quick read, but it's very inspiring - Required reading.”

shirley, “A worthwhile read!. Too short but very interesting.”

LLL, “Short and powerful.. An important message for us all.”

gloria lenoir, “Gift.. A gift.”

The book by Rev. Dr. William J. Barber II has a rating of 5 out of 4.8. 505 people have provided
feedback.
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